The Imagists and their Bequest
The poems included in Lustra^ wherein he ranged his tiny
vials of acid, comprise one of the most complete collection
he has given us. There one may find almost all the elements
which go to make this complex and vigorous poet. The liquid
rhyming, the forthright diction of the Provengal singers is in
his version of Bertran de Born's 'Dompna Pois De Me No*us
Cal*. The mesmerizing passes learned from Browning evoke
Provincia Deserta and Near Perigord:
End fact. Try fiction. Let us say we see
En Bertrans, a tower-room at Hautefort,
Sunset, the ribbon-like road lies, in red cross-light,
Southward toward Montaignac, and he bends at a table
Scribbling, swearing between his teeth; by his left hand
Lie little strips of parchment covered over,
Scratched and erased with al and ochaisos.
Testing his list of rhymes, a lean man? Bilious?
With a red straggling beard?
And the green cat's-eye lifts toward Montaignac.
The lines addressed directly to Whitman are scarcely needed,
when bis signature is writ large on the first Salutation which
makes mock of 'the thoroughly smug and thoroughly un-
comfortable', and on Commission, bidding his songs
speak against unconscious oppression,...
Go like a blight upon the dullness of the world; ,. ,
Bring confidence upon the algae and the tentacles of the soul.
Go in a friendly manner,
Go with an open speech.
There is a scattering of simple images, of which Alba and In
a Station of the Metro are the most succinct, and Dance Figure
appropriately the most graceful. The kinship with Yeats is
not obvious, though one guesses it in some of the early work,
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